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All is well in Sue’s world:  she lives in Chicago, has a good job, and shares her apartment 

with her younger lover Bernie.  But this peaceful atmosphere threatens to turn sour when her 

son Donnie comes home for Christmas.  Most of his life, Donnie has lived in orphanages and 

has spent the last several years in a brutal reform school from which he can now be released 

for good behaviour, if Sue take him in.  But tension grows between Bernie and Donnie; and 

also Claire and Vince, the couple from across the hall, challenge Sue’s relationship to the two 

men.  In the end, Sue has to decide: will she side with her ‘natural affection’ for Donnie and 

meet her maternal obligations, or will she choose the life she has with Bernie, despite 

revelations of infidelity?  This decision can Sue only make if she faces the buried truth about 

her relationship with Donnie. 
 

Natural Affection premiered on Broadway in 1962 during a New York City newspaper strike.  

As a result, it did not receive the required promotion to play beyond 36 performances, even 

though William Inge had written a powerful drama.  The Chaincourt Theatre Company 

now stages Natural Affection anew, re-creating its timeliness from over fifty years ago.  
 

William Inge grew up in the small town of Independence, Kansas.  Among his most 

successful plays are Bus Stop and Picnic.  He won the Academy Award in 1961 for best 

original script for Splendor in the Grass. 
 

Performances:  30 & 31 January as well as 6 & 7 February 2015  
 

Location:  Room 1.741 (Mehrzweckraum) in the “Nebengebäude“ Goethe-

Universtität, Campus Westend 
 

Curtain:   7.30 pm 
 

Ticket reservations and sales:  
IG 3.257 (“Zimmer 17”) IG-Farben-Haus, Goethe-Universität, Campus Westend 

Tel.: (069) 798-32550  

Opening hours: Monday 12-16, Tuesday 10-14, Wednesday 14-16 & Thursday 10-14  

Ticket booth open on every evening of performance as of 6.30 pm 

Unkostenbeitrag:  10 euros, reduced 5 euros  
 

Contact: James Fisk, Artistic Director, Chaincourt Theatre Company,  

   director@chaincourt.org  
 

Further information: http://chaincourt.org 
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